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Fleet news  
I can report that by 2300 Familiare 
has now returned from an 18-month 
mechanical restoration at Bristol 
Motors in Upper Hutt, which some 
club members got to see earlier this 
year when we held a technical 
clubnight at their workshops. I’ve 
only driven it a couple of times but 
so far I am liking the overdrive on 
4th, which I had added to the car 
during the rebuild. I had overdrive  

MARK’S MUSINGS 

Earlier this year we 
bought you news of the 
failed merger attempt 
between Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles (FCA) and 
Renault. Well, somewhat 
reminiscent of a shotgun 
wedding, FCA was 
evidently desperate to 
hook up with somebody – 
anybody! – and so now we 
have learnt that FCA and 
PSA Groupe (better 

known as Peugeot Citroen) are to merge. 
More details on the 50:50 merger are 
reproduced elsewhere in this magazine. 

It’s a significant development for FCA 
and is obviously a sign of the challenges 
in the global car industry, some of which 
were laid out in an article in the last 
issue of Corso Veloce. Much of this has 
been forced on the industry by the 
climate crisis and the need for car 
manufacturers to reduce C02 emissions, 
with the move to EVs being seen as a key 
solution. But the cost of moving away 
from a mature technology to a 
comparatively immature one is 
prohibitive, and unlike petrol or diesel 
engines, one electric motor is pretty 
much like another, so mergers to share 
the motor and battery technology are 
seen as the way to go. 

The Fiat marque has existed for 120 
years – spanning 3 centuries no less – 
but it’s no stranger to mergers having 
mopped up most of the Italian car 
industry during the 1960s to 1990s. 
Again, those mergers were forced by 
circumstances, as the smaller brands 
like Ferrari, Lancia, and later Alfa 
Romeo and Maserati, could not survive 
on their own. It was all about sharing 
common components like engines and 
gearboxes to keep development costs 

down. And more recently of course, the 
Fiat group merged with Chrysler after 
the latter’s divorce from Mercedes-Benz. 
That too, has led to a sharing of 
components, and bizarre badge-
engineering like the Chrysler 300C being 
sold as a Lancia Thema in Italy. 

Meanwhile, PSA is made up of Peugeot – 
which has existed as a car brand for even 
longer than Fiat, and not dissimilarly 
also has a long history of family 
ownership – and Citroen, which it 
purchased in 1975. Only recently, it also 
purchased the European branch of 
General Motors, namely the Opel and 
Vauxhall brands. (the current Opel 
Insignia is rebadged here and in 
Australia as the Holden Commodore, 
but Holden is still part of GM. I had 
wondered where the next replacement 
would come from, but instead they’ve 
just axed the Commodore altogether!). 

It's a bit of a full circle with FCA merging 
with PSA, as in the late 1970s PSA 
bought the European division of 
Chrysler (which had earlier taken over 
the British Hillman/Humber and French 
Simca brands), and briefly rebranded 
them as Talbot before essentially folding 
it into Peugeot. And now the new entity 
contains Chrysler USA. Small world! 

So it seems a dramatic turn of events for 
a large global company like FCA to 
merge with yet another large, multi-
brand car company, but as history shows 
that is not uncommon in the car 
industry. But it will be interesting to see 
what these developments bring and 
whether individual brands will continue 
to be sufficiently differentiated from 
their siblings. Let’s hope what makes 
Fiat special continues to survive. 

Mark Stockdale 
FOCNZ President 
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COMING EVENTS 

Sunday 26 January 2020: New Year club BBQ. After the nationwide 
weather bomb led to the cancellation of our popular traditional Xmas BBQ, 
we are re-scheduling this for late January. All the other details are the same: 
meet at the the Otaihanga Domain in Paraparaumu.at midday. The club 
will supply sausages and beverages; bring your own salads and side dishes. 
RSVP to focnz.contact@gmail.com to confirm numbers. 

12 January: Southwards Coffee & Cars (from 10am-1pm) 
 
9 February: British & European Car Show, Trentham (from 10am-3pm) 
 
16 February: Shannon Spectacular car show 
 
8 March: Southwards Coffee & Cars (from 10am-1pm) 
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Wishing all club members a fun festive season, happy Fiat-ing! 

on my sedan which is also under restoration (well, on hold…), but it didn’t operate 
very well so I tended not to use it (it had also been retrofitted and was missing the 
original switchgear). A donor car I obtained had a factory-fitted overdrive unit 
with the correct steering column-mounted switch, dashboard ‘on’ light, and 
accelerator kickdown switch, so this was all fitted to the wagon. Apparently it was 
a bit of a mission to get it working correctly, and Bristol’s ended up cannibalising 
the overdrive unit from the sedan to make one good unit (the sedan will be rebuilt 
as an auto anyway). But now it operates very smoothly, and I’m guessing it drops 
revs by about 500rpm (the 2300s have no rev-counter), which is noticeable as it is 
a low-revving engine anyway, with heaps of torque. After all that work, you can 
expect to see the wagon at club events in place of my X1/9 as I plan to drive it more. The reconditioned gearbox, sans overdrive 

NEW MEMBERS 

A warm welcome to new members 
who have joined us in the last few 
months: 
 

David Hughes, Lower Hutt – 1984 
Fiat 130TC Abarth 

Harry Rogers, Auckland – 2011 Fiat 
Abarth 695 Tributo Ferrari 

from previous  page 
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FIAT CHRYSLER & PEUGEOT CITROEN TO MERGE 

The boards of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and the Peugeot 
owner, Groupe PSA, have approved a plan to join forces in 
a 50/50 share merger that will create the world’s fourth-
largest carmaker in terms of sales behind Volkswagen, 
Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi and Toyota. 

The NZ$70 billion tie-up will deliver annual vehicle sales of 
8.7 million, revenues of $296b and operating profits of 
more than $19b. 

Moves to combine the US-Italian and French firms have 
come as carmakers seek scale to cope with costly new 
technologies, stricter emissions standards and slowing 
global demand. 

The new group is expected to generate savings and other 
benefits of $6.4b without any factory closures, FCA and 
PSA say. 

Agreement to pursue the deal comes months after a similar 
merger attempt between FCA and PSA’s French rival 
Renault fell apart, with the companies blaming the 
intervention of the French government, Renault’s largest 
shareholder. 

In a joint statement, FCA and PSA say their boards of 
directors “have each unanimously agreed to work towards a 
full combination of their respective businesses by way of a 
50/50 merger”. 

The merger would be achieved via the creation of a parent 
company in which the shareholders of each current group 
would own half. FCA's John Elkann, would be chairman of 
the parent company and PSA's Carlos Tavares, the chief 
executive and a member of the board. 

FCA and PSA say they “both share the conviction that there 
is compelling logic for a bold and decisive move that would 
create an industry leader with the scale, capabilities and 
resources to capture successfully the opportunities and 
manage effectively the challenges of the new era in 
mobility”. 

The move comes as carmakers grapple with a downturn in 
their markets as well as hefty investments in electric and 
self-driving vehicles. FCA would get access to PSA’s more 
modern vehicle platforms, helping it to meet tough new 
emissions rules, while Europe-focused PSA would benefit 
from FCA’s profitable US business featuring brands such as 
Jeep. 

 “We’re in a period where grey skies are gathering over the 
auto industry. When business is harder, competition is 
stronger and margins get thinner,” says Flavien Neuvy, 
director of the Cetelem Observatory, a research unit of BNP 
Paribas. 

- Autofile  

FCA CEO Mike 
Manley’s email 
to employees: 

Dear Colleagues, 

I’m pleased to 
announce that we 
are taking steps 
towards a 50/50 
merger with Groupe PSA aimed at creating a leading 
global mobility group – one with the scale, talent and 
resources to compete and win in a transforming industry. 

The combination of our two businesses would create the 
4th largest automotive group with potential annual sales 
of nearly 9 million vehicles and combined revenues of 
some €170 billion. It would unite the groups’ respective 
brand strengths across Luxury, Premium, Mainstream 
Passenger Car, SUV and Trucks & Light Commercial. And 
it would benefit from pooled capabilities in the in the key 
technologies that are reshaping the future of mobility. 

By becoming one single group, we would be able to 
generate significant value, delivering approximately 3.7 
billion euro in estimated annual run-rate synergies from 
investment efficiencies from sharing vehicle platforms, 
powertrains, technologies and enhanced purchasing 
power. These synergies are NOT based on closing plants. 

Let me add that this proposed merger is about more than 
just numbers and synergies. We would be bringing 
together two companies with a shared vision, openness 
and trust in each other. On a personal note, my respect for 
and friendship with Groupe PSA’s CEO, Carlos Tavares, 
stretch back nearly a decade. I am inspired by the 
prospect of working together with him and all of you to 
build a great new company together.  

Merging companies and cultures is something we know 
how to do well. FCA is a product of our ability to leverage 
each other’s backgrounds, embrace diversity and 
collectively drive for results. The combination we envision 
with Groupe PSA will build on that success.  

      
 - www.moparinsiders.com 

Mike Manley, then head of Jeep brand 

http://www.moparinsiders.com


The club has a range of workshop manuals and parts 
catalogues that are available for lending to club members. 
Contact the President if you wish to borrow any or email 
focnz.contact@gmail.com  
 

Fiat workshop manuals: 
Fiat 500 
Fiat 600 
Fiat 1100T 
Fiat 1400 – 1900 A&B 
Fiat 1300 – 1500  
Fiat 1800 & 2100, 1800B & 
2300 
Fiat 125 
 
Fiat service manuals: 
Fiat 126 
Fiat 131 
Fiat 132 
Passenger cars: 500, 850 coupe 
& van, 127, 128 & Sport 
 
Fiat parts catalogues 
(1960s): 
Fiat 1100 & Fiat 1100 bodywork 
Fiat 1100T & Fiat 1100T bodywork  
Fiat 1400B 
Fiat 1300 – 1500 & Fiat 1300 – 1500 bodywork  
Fiat 1800 and Fiat 1800 bodywork  
Fiat 1800B bodywork 
Fiat 2300 bodywork 
 
 
 

Fiat parts catalogues (1970s): 
Fiat 500 
Fiat 850  
Fiat 850 Coupe  
Fiat 1300 & 1500  
Fiat 127  
Fiat 128  
Fiat 128 Coupe  
Fiat 125 Special 
Fiat 124 Sport 1400 
Fiat 124 Sport 1600  
Fiat 124 Sport BC  
Fiat 124 Sport CC 
Fiat 125  
Fiat 132  
Fiat 132 GL & GLS  

FIAT WORKSHOP MANUALS AVAILABLE FOR LENDING 
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MARK’S MODEL CORNER 

1:24 scale models 

In this column, I review some 1:24 diecast models. I’ve 
illustrated in previous columns that the most common diecast 
sizes are 1:43 or 1:18 (with 1:24 being the default size for 
kitsets), but there are some diecast 1:24 models, and in recent 
years more have become available although it’s a much smaller 
market than the other two sizes. My observation, from the 
models I have purchased, is that they are more toy-like, often 
with opening parts, rather than targeted at the diehard 
collector so are not of the highest standard but consequently 
are quite cheap. 
 

Quattroruote 

Quattroruote (yes, I’ve spelt that correctly!) is an Italian 
motoring magazine, and a few years ago they decided to 
produce a series of 1:24 scale models to support a special series 
of publications on classic cars. What is interesting about their 
models is that they’ve focussed on everyday cars that were 
common in period, rather than exotics. As an Italian magazine, 
domestic models feature strongly, but they have also produced 
a wide range of other popular European marques.  

That means a good range of Fiat models that many of us can 
relate to, including the classic 500 and Giardiniera, 600 and 
Multipla, 850 Berlina, 124 Spider, 127, 128, X1/9, 131, Panda 
and Uno. Lancia models include the Aurelia Spider, Fulvia HF 
and Delta HF. 

Of course, as the owner of a 1:1 X1/9, I had to buy the 1:24 
model below. It’s accurate and nicely detailed, with every panel 
opening, and a removable roof (although annoyingly, the roof 
panel won’t stow in the front boot, unlike the real thing). It 
wasn’t expensive, and I thought it was good value.   

 

 

Prices on eBay for the Quattroruote 1:24 range vary widely, 
which suggests that they may now be out of production, but 
some are priced as low as $30 (excluding postage), while 
others were over $100. 
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Cute-as-a-button Quattroruote Autobianchi from the writer’s collection 

(above and below) A selection of other Quattroruote 1:24 models 



IXO 

IXO manufacture a large range of 1:43 scale models, but in 
recent years have branched out into 1:24. A Spanish brand, one 
of their first 1:24 models was the SEAT 1500 (below), no doubt 
chosen due to it being one of Spain’s earliest domestically-
manufactured vehicles, 
and its resulting 
popularity in period. I 
have followed scale 
models of the SEAT 
1500 because it is, of 
course, identical to the 
Fiat 2300, although 
with a 4-cylinder engine 
(many SEATs used old 
Fiat tooling). The IXO is 
an accurate and nicely-
detailed model with no 
opening parts. It can be 
purchased for as little as 
$20 on eBay, excluding 
postage and represents 
good value for money. Other re-badged Fiats in the IXO 
SEAT 1:24 range include a 600, 850 Berlina, 124 Berlina, 
and 131 Abarth. 

Hachette 

Hachette are another magazine publisher that have also 
produced a series of popular Fiat models as part of a magazine 
series. I’ve not purchased any of their models yet so can’t 
comment on quality, but price-wise they also seem good value.  

 

Their models include the classic 500, 850 
Sport, 125 and Panda. They also have some 
Lada derivatives if you’re enthusiastic 
enough, including wagon versions. 

Looking on eBay, prices for Hachette 
models ranged from $40-$65 (excluding 
postage). 
 

 

(below) The Hachette 1:24 Fiat range 

IXO’s 1:24 scale 124. Geddit? 


















