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MARK’S MUSINGS 

Hunting for treasure, part 2 

Later in this magazine is a 
reproduction of an article in Auto 
Italia on some rare Lancias, including 
a Gamma Berlina and Beta Trevi. This 
gives me the excuse to prattle on about 
my own (very limited) interactions 
with these two models. 

I have a bit of a soft spot for the 
Gamma Berlina – which is much rarer 
in NZ than the coupe (and that’s 
hardly common) – because there’s 
something about the styling that 
appeals to me. Although I’ve never 

driven a Gamma I have long thought it 
would be interesting to own a Berlina even 
though they do have a bit of a bad 
reputation.  

Anyway, I have only ever seen one Berlina 
(pictured), and it was for sale about 5 
years ago at Bains in Canterbury. Around 
that time I happened to be in 
Christchurch, so of course I took a look.  

The price seemed appealing at first, but it 
had several flaws (I did not even drive it), 
and decided it was not the one for me. But 
I haven’t completely given up on the idea! 

The Trevi is more interesting, not least 
because of its crazy “Swiss cheese” dash 
(read the article to understand), but also 
because it was never sold in NZ. In the 
article, the author notes that the Trevi was 
also available in a supercharged VX 
variant – but only in LHD. But he goes 
onto say at least one RHD VX was made, 
which came to the UK and he asks if 
anyone knows if it still exists. 

Well, funnily enough… 

I’m able to shed a little light on this, so 
this is an excerpt of what I wrote back to 
the magazine: 

 

 

 

While I can’t answer definitively whether 
the car still survives, back in the mid-
1990s the RHD Trevi VX referred to in 
the article was based near New Zealand’s 
capital city. I spotted the car in the photo 
[below] being driven in Wainuiomata 

(somewhat worse for wear). I knew it 
was unusual (the Trevi variant of the 
Beta was never sold in NZ), so I followed 
the owner home! I got chatting to him, 
and he explained that it was the only 
factory RHD Trevi VX in the world, and 

that it had been built for an 
overseas embassy and was 
subsequently imported into the 
UK. Thus it must be the same 
car referred to in the article 
(note the Volumex badge on the 
boot). The owner was English, 
and had bought the car out to 
NZ when he emigrated.  

Since that encounter, I have 
never seen the car again, it has 
never participated in local 
classic car events, so alas I don’t 
know whether it survives, 

although government records show the 
number plate has been cancelled which 
doesn’t bode well. 

As a postscript, I also don’t recall the 
address, so would struggle to track the 
owner down. Shame, because the idea of 
owing a car that is unique in the world 
kind of appeals to me! 

 
Mark Stockdale 
FOCNZ President 
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CLUB EVENTS 

Annual BBQ, 26 January 

Our annual Xmas gathering was postponed to late 
January by unseasonable wet weather, but the delay was 
worth it, with a great turnout with 11 cars and 24 people 
including first-timer Blair Wald and family from the 
Manawatu. Included in the line-up of cars at Otaihanga 
Domain near Southwards Museum was a matching pair of 
20V Turbo Coupes, owned by the Wald’s and John Lewis. 
Phil Ward also turned up with his latest competed resto 
project – a pedal car for his son! Later on a non-member 
drove by in a very rare 850 Spider. 
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Treasurer Mike 

was on chef 

duties again. 

Pictured here 

with some 

helpers? 

Our youngest club member? Max in dad Phil Ward’s freshly 

restored...Ford 

A rare sight: Fiat 850 Spider Snap! Two near-identical 20V Turbo Coupes on the left 



British & European Car Day, 9 February 

This is the third year this popular event has been open to 
Continental marques, and the club had a small number of cars on 
display at Trentham, including a non-member in a Lancia Delta 
Integrale (converted to RHD as it was an early import). 

 

Shannon Autospectacular, 16 February 

Another of the busy calendar of car shows in February, a 
small group of members also attended this annual 
event, held for 
the first time at 
the larger golf 
course. A few 
non-members 
also joined our 
display on a 
second weekend 
of perfect 
weather. 
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CLUB EVENTS cont’d 



 

MARK’S MODEL CORNER 

1:43 scale models 

In this column, I commence reviewing some 1:43 diecast 
models. Up until now I’ve illustrated 1:18 scale models (and 
some less common 1:24), but the 1:43 range (the classic 
Dinky or Corgi size) is even more prolific. As ever, I review 
models from scale model brands that I have purchased over 
the years.   

 

Minichamps 

Minichamps are a long-established diecast brand, dating 
from 1990, who’ve produced a wide range of 1:43 scale 
models (although they also produce some 1:18 scale). In my 
opinion they were for a long time probably the highest-
quality diecast brand – with prices to match – although that 
title could probably be challenged with the plethora of new 
manufacturers in the last decade or so, and the brand itself 
does not seem to be as prolific as it once was. 

Although based in Germany (but made in China), they have 
produced a wide range of models of cars from across the 
world. Illustrated are examples of Fiat and Lancia models, 
although on their website most of these are listed as ‘sold 
out’, but can still be found on eBay. 

I own a few Minichamps models of various car brands, but 
only one Fiat which is an X1/9 1300. Compared to other 
diecast X1/9s I own from other brands, there is a definite air 
of quality to the Minichamps model, which you would expect 
considering the higher asking price. Accurately replicating 
cars at 1:43 scale is harder than 1:18, but Minichamps do a 

good job, with greater attention to detail than cheaper 
brands, including picking out the windscreen surround in 
silver, along with the top of the doors and around the 
buttresses. Even the interior has fine details like a silver gear 
knob and stripes on the seats, and contrasting colours for the 
arm rests and window winders etc. It even has a removable 
targa roof! Other scale model brands X1/9s just come with a 
fixed roof (not even painted black), or nothing at all. The 
Minichamps proportions and stance look just right, and 
better than any of the other X1/9s models I have.  

While I don’t have any of the other Minichamps Fiats or 
Lancias pictured, other non-Fiat Minichamps I own suggest 
they will be just as well detailed. Not cheap maybe, but very 
realistic and flawless. 

A couple of years ago, Minichamps launched a cheaper 
brand, called oddly enough Maxichamps (which would have 
made more sense if it was for their 1:18 range). One of their 
earlier releases was another X1/9, which, comparing side-by-
side is almost certainly the same moulding as the former 
Minichamps-branded model (including the removable targa 
roof), but in new (and somewhat plain) colours. Externally, I 
can’t really tell any difference, but the interior is simpler and 
all moulded in black. If you can live with the basic interior, 
then Maxichamps represents better value at under $80. 
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The Maxichamps version of the X1/9. Externally it looks the same as 

the earlier Minichamps version of the same mould (no longer in 

production), but the colours are not as interesting. 

Minichamps X1/9. Note the detailed interior  

Minichamps Fiat Panda 



COMING EVENTS 

15 March: Southwards Coffee & Cars (from 10am-1pm) 

29 March: Wainuiomata road run and visit to Baring Head 
lighthouse. Meet at Avalon carpark (Fairway Drive opposite 
GNS) at 9.30am. After walking to the lighthouse, the road 
run will conclude with lunch at the Seashore Cabaret in 
Petone. 

MARK’S MODEL CORNER cont’d 

Some examples of the other 1:43 Minichamps Fiats and Lancias that can still be 

found on eBay (clockwise from right: Fiat Dino, Lancia Beta HPE, Beta Zagato 

Spider (also available as a standard coupe), Fiat 850 Spider and Lancia Fulvia). 

(right) Spotted at 

the January 

Southwards Coffee 

and Cars was this 

Lancia 037 replica 
















